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HIV infection 

 

• By 31 December 2012, 34 029 cases of HIV infection had been diagnosed in Australia. 

 

• An estimated 28 000 – 34 000 people were living with diagnosed HIV infection in Australia at 
the end of 2012. 

 

• The number of new HIV diagnoses in Australia in 2012 was 1 253, an increase of 10 per cent 
over the number in 2011. The annual number of new HIV diagnoses has gradually increased 
over the past 14 years, from 724 diagnoses in 1999. 

 

• Trends in newly diagnosed HIV infection have differed across State and Territory health 
jurisdictions. The rate in NSW steadily declined to 4.9 in 2010 and then increased to 6.3 in 
2012 whereas in Victoria the rate gradually increased from around 5.0 in 2001- 2007 to 5.3 in 
2008-2012.  Per capita rates of HIV diagnosis increased in 2008-2012 in Queensland,  
Western Australia and Tasmania, at around 4.9,  4.0 and 2.8 per 100 000 population, 
respectively.  There were also increases in reported HIV diagnosis rates in Northern Territory 
and the Australian Capital Territory, while rates remained stable in South Australia over the 
past 10 years.  

 

• HIV continued to be transmitted primarily through sexual contact between men. 

 

• The number of diagnoses of newly acquired HIV infection (i.e. evidence of infection in the last 
12 months) in Australia gradually increased from around 26 per cent in 2007 to 32 per cent in 
2012. The rate in NSW declined from 2.2 in 2003 to 1.6 in 2007 and increased to 2.3 and 2.5 
in 2011 and 2012, respectively, whereas the rate in Victoria was stable over the past five 
years. The rate in Queensland increased from 1.1 in 2003-2007 to 1.3 in 2008-2012 and was 
stable in WA in 2012 compared to 2011. 
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• The per capita rate of HIV diagnosis in the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander population 
was similar to that in the non-Indigenous population, excluding cases and populations from 
high HIV prevalence countries. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cases of HIV infection 
differed from non-Indigenous cases, excluding cases from a high HIV prevalence country, in 
that a substantially greater proportion were attributed to injecting drug use (13 per cent 
compared with 2 per cent) in 2008 - 2012 and a higher proportion of infections were among 
women (22 per cent compared with 8 per cent in non-Indigenous cases). The proportion of 
HIV cases attributed to injecting drug use was down from 16 per cent in 2011.  

 

•  Of 1 364 cases of HIV infection newly diagnosed in 2008-2012, for which exposure to HIV 
was attributed to heterosexual contact, 58 per cent were in people from high prevalence 
countries or their partners. Women accounted for 60 per cent of cases from high prevalence 
countries in 2008-2012. 

 

 

Viral hepatitis 

 

 An estimated 207,000 people living in Australia have chronic hepatitis B and 230,000 have 
chronic hepatitis C infection in 2012. 

 

 The estimated number of people living with chronic hepatitis B increased by 9,000. 
 

 The estimated number of people living with chronic hepatitis C increased by 5,300. 
 

 In 2012, hepatitis C infection was the underlying cause of liver disease in 33.2 per cent of liver 
transplants in Australia.  

 

 The per capita rate of diagnosis of hepatitis B infection in Australia in declined from 31.0 per 
100 000 population in 2008 to 29.1 in 2012. The rate of diagnosis of newly acquired hepatitis 
B infection declined in Australia from 1.2 per 100 000 population in 2008 to 0.8 in 2012.  
 

 An estimated 207 000 people were living in Australia in 2012 with chronic hepatitis B 
infection. An estimated 383 deaths in 2012 were attributable to chronic hepatitis B infection. 
 

 The per capita rate of diagnosis of hepatitis C infection has declined from 52.5 per 100 000 in 
2008 to 44.2 per 100 000 population in 2012. 

 

 Based on reported cases, hepatitis B and hepatitis C transmission in Australia continued to 
occur predominantly among people with a recent history of injecting drug use. 

 

 The proportion of people seen at needle and syringe programs who reported having injected 
drugs for five years or less was stable in 2008 – 2012 at around 10 per cent. Within this 
group, hepatitis C prevalence declined from 28 per cent in 2008 to 17 per cent in 2012.  
 

 In 2012, hepatitis B and hepatitis C diagnoses in the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
population were reported at more than two  and four times the rate in the  non-Indigenous 
population, respectively.   Hepatitis C rates of notifications continued to increase in the 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander population while decreasing in the non-Indigenous 
population. Further and urgent work is required to reduce risk of viral hepatitis transmission in 
communities nationwide.   
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Sexually transmissible infections other than HIV 

 

•  Chlamydia was the most frequently reported notifiable condition in Australia in 2012 with 82 
707 diagnoses. The population rate of diagnosis of chlamydia in 2012 more than doubled in 
both the male and female populations, from 125 in 2003 to 307 per 100 000 male population 
in 2012, and from 181 in 2003 to 419 per 100 000 female population in 2012. 

 

 The number of diagnoses of donovanosis declined from 3 in 2007 to 1 in 2012, up from 0 in 
2011. 

 

•  The rate of diagnosis of gonorrhoea increased by 67%, from 35.1 in 2008 to 58.9 in 2012. 
The rate of diagnosis of infectious syphilis among men has remained stable at above 9.0 per 
100 000 over the past six years, whereas the rate among women remained low at less than 
2.0 per 100 000 population. Diagnoses of infectious syphilis were almost completely confined 
to men who have sex with men.  Rates over the past five years were stable in NSW and 
Victoria, increasing in Queensland and declining in the Northern Territory and Western 
Australia. 

 

•  Substantially higher rates of diagnosis of chlamydia and gonorrhoea were recorded in the 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander population compared with non-Indigenous population. 

 

• Following the introduction of vaccination against human papilloma virus, the proportion of 
young women aged 21 years or younger who were diagnosed with genital warts decreased 
from 12.1 per cent in 2007 to 1 per cent in 2012.   Among Australian born heterosexual men 
in the same age group, the genital warts diagnosis rate was above 12 per cent in 2007 and 
declined to 1.5 per cent in 2012. 

 

 


